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Preface

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations and warm welcome to all of you who have been
admitted to the Master’s Program in Medical Science at the Graduate School of Medicine, Akita
University.

This Master’s Program welcomes individuals who aspire to build upon the knowledge and
experience they have cultivated thus far and to further develop their expertise across a broad range of
disciplines, including clinical medicine that supports cutting-edge medical care, basic medical sciences
encompassing life science and biotechnology, and social medicine including public health and nursing
science. In recent years, Japan has entered an unprecedented super-aging society, facing numerous
challenges such as strengthening regional healthcare systems, improving the quality and safety of
medical care, and ensuring the appropriate allocation of medical resources. Furthermore, the medical
landscape is undergoing rapid transformation through medical digital transformation (DX), the
application of artificial intelligence and big data analytics, advances in regenerative and genomic
medicine, and preparedness for emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases. This program aims to
cultivate highly skilled professionals equipped with advanced expertise and problem-solving abilities
who can respond to these evolving societal needs and contribute broadly to research and education
institutions, industry, and various organizations in the fields of medicine, healthcare, life sciences,
biotechnology, public health, and health sciences.

Although the duration of the program is limited to two years, the curriculum is intensive and
comprehensive. It includes foundational coursework in both basic and clinical medical sciences, as well
as structured opportunities to independently pursue assigned research projects. You will likely be
impressed by both the remarkable achievements and the vast scope of modern medicine. At the same
time, through exposure to unresolved questions and ongoing efforts at the forefront of research, you
may encounter new challenges that shape your future direction. Our faculty members include
researchers actively engaged at the cutting edge of medical science, as well as clinicians who dedicate
themselves daily to patient care. In this enriching environment, where theory and practice intersect, I
encourage you to approach your lectures, practical training, and research activities with curiosity and
enthusiasm.

Through your studies and research in this Master’s Program, your prior efforts and
achievements will become organically connected with medicine, deepening and broadening your
intellectual foundation. Even amid the rapidly changing medical environment, we hope that you will
grow into professionals capable of identifying critical issues and pursuing solutions grounded in

scientific evidence. All faculty and staff sincerely wish you a fulfilling and productive academic journey.

April 2026
Naohisa Miyakoshi, M.D., Ph.D.
Dean, Graduate School of Medicine

Akita University
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